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Partnership for non-formal education (and much more...)
News in short


On the 31st of January a farewell lunch was held for Dr
Sidaat Yaffa to thank him for his most excellent service
during his sabbatical year at FIOHTG.



In the beginning of February a workshop was held about
connecting the Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs, to
the work done by FIOHTG.



FIOH:s partner organization Raisfield Infant and Junior
School is visiting from the UK to follow up on a joint project
in Shared and Guided Reading.

Have you got a story or a event for the next newsletter? If so, we want to hear from
YOU!

FOLLOW UP ON THE PAMOJA WEST AFRICA aim to create a network in which experiencADVOCAY PROJECT
es can be shared between the participating
In September last year, the FIOHTG office in countries and organizations. They also try to
lift the agenda of adult literacy into the poKololi hosted a meeting about non -formal
education (NFE) in connection to adult and litical sphere. FIOHTG is among the main
out of school youths. Attending the meeting partners of Pamoja Gambia. During the
was different stakeholders around The Gam- stakeholder’s meeting challenges and opportunities with regards to implementation of
bia and the international coordinator of
non-formal adult literacy programs in The
Pamoja West Africa (PWA), Madam Carole
Houndjo. Pamoja is trying to promote and Gambia were discussed.
strengthen the capacity of adult literacy eduA central issue was that of funding. At
cation in West Africa. They are working in 13 the moment 0.6 % of the educational budget
member countries around Africa with the
in Gambia is allocated to non-formal
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Left: Facilitators discussing the planning of classes. Right: Ongoing classes.
education. Pamoja’s goal for the participating countries is that at least 3 % of the
budget will be allocated to non-formal education. Furthermore the lack of funding
sometimes made it difficult to attract facilitators for the project. Another issue that came
up was about the lack of effective pressure
groups to bring the non-formal education
agenda to the table of the government.
The projects are often appreciated by

the beneficiaries but the problem is the low
enrolment. 6.7 % of the illiterate population
is enrolled in 418 classes around the country.
A way around this issue is to combine nonformal literacy education with things that
are relevant to the lives of the learners. For
example FIOHTG has been working with a
program in which adult literacy is combined
with Household Resource Management.
FIOHTG also provides capacity building

for their facilitators that can help them for
future employment opportunities. The upcoming priority for the Pamoja member organizations in the Gambia will be to finalize
the creation of adult and non-formal education service providers association. They will

also develop proposals to generate funds for
the project, improve its visibility in the communities and establish a permanent secretariat in The Gambia.

NEW INTERN AT FIOHTG
Hello! My name is Catarina Antikainen and
I’m going to be the Swedish intern at FIOHTG
for the coming 4 months. Sometimes I have
to pinch myself in the arm because I am so
happy to have been given this opportunity
and I am looking forward to get to know
both FIOHTG, FIOHS and The Gambia better
during this period of time. Now I will present
myself a little bit for you to know who I am.
I am 24 years old and grew up in Stockholm but lived in Gothenburg and in Brazil
during my university studies. The name of
my program was Geoscience and for those
who don’t know exactly what it is I can tell
you that I know a little bit about the climate,
a little bit about the oceans, a little bit about
geology and a bit about physical geography.
In other words, my education has taught me
about the earth systems on a small and big
scale. Leaving aside my formal education I
also spent a lot of time volunteering for the
organization Nature and Youth Sweden from
high school until now. Being in the board for
two years and leading various types of projects have taught me at least as much as the
university has. At this point you may have
guessed that my main area of interest is the
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New intern Catarina Antikainen
environment, which is something I hope to
pursue at FIOHTG, and I am also interested
in issues surrounding voluntary commitment
and organizational development. Before I
came here I was an intern at the Swedish
office of the human rights organization FIAN.
Its focus is the human right to adequate food
which can be linked to the control over natural resources, which is also one of my areas
of interest.
Some days ago I went on my first trek
which included several villages on the north
bank, from Njongon to Njau to follow up on
previous projects. We looked at the maintenance of school buildings and visited two
skillcenters. I learnt a lot and I feel very inspired to continue the work at FIOHTG!
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NED sponsored VDC-training in Kisskiss.

NED AND CIVIL RIGHTS EDUCATION

ment committees (VDCs) around the country
Since 2013 FIOHTG has cooperated with the so that they would understand their role
American organization National Endowment within local governance and would be able
for Democracy (NED) through a three faced to make demands on the government. In coprogram in civic rights. During this coopera- operation with NAC FIOHTG went to villages
tion two consulting meetings has taken place to educate people in basic civil rights
through face-to face interviews.
between NED and FIOHTG. Three times a
year FIOHTG will submit a report to NED and
These activities continued during the
a proposal for the next period on what focal second phase of the program, but this phase
points to prioritize for the coming period.
also included security force training and senNED will then send their recommendations sitizing meetings among the school youths in
based on the guidelines they have for fund- order to build confidence between the coming projects. When an agreement is reach
munity and the police force through diaNED will finance these projects (maximum
logues. The police force also educated the
50 000 dollars per project).
people about the roles of district tribunals
During the first phase of this program when it comes to settling minor disputes and
FIOHTG educated different village develop- FIOHTG trained district tribunal members on
customary law.
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